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A statement on the anti-trans memo. 

 
Last week, we learned of the news of the Trump administration’s plan to legally define gender as a 

binary and static identity assigned at birth based on genitalia. As our communities and networks across 

the country prepare for the impacts of such a policy, The Northwest Network stands firmly in solidarity 

with our trans, intersex, non-binary, and gender non-conforming community members. 

 
As anti-violence advocates, we have been reflecting on the numerous ways that this potential policy  

will impact the most marginalized in our communities: trans women, young people, intersex people, 

Black, Indigenous, and people of color, immigrants/refugees, disabled folks, incarcerated/criminalized 

people, and, of course, survivors who intersect with these identities. We know that policies that restrict 

and punish people for being their full selves result in isolation and higher vulnerability for experiencing 

domestic violence. We also know that the supports that exist for domestic violence survivors become 

significantly less safe and accessible for trans and gender non-conforming people if those services view 

gender on a rigid binary. 

 
We must remember that policies and actions that attack gender non-conforming people have been 

part and parcel of the legacy of this country since its inception as a colonizing force on indigenous 

North American soil. Two-Spirit and gender non-conforming people have existed here for long before 

the colonizers began imposing the gender binary as a key strategy in the effort to erase indigeneity 

from this land. 

 
And though these efforts have caused significant destruction for so many bodies that do not fit white- 

supremacist norms, these bodies and experiences, as we have heard from countless trans, intersex, and 

gender non-conforming people in the last week, cannot be erased. Transgender, Two-Spirit, intersex, 

and other gender non-conforming people have resisted state control for as long as that control has 

existed, and through that resistance, a worldwide network of support and mobilization has been  

created. 

 
Just in the last week, we have seen multiple actions in support of trans and gender non-conforming 

communities take place. In large cities like New York City and LA, organizers mobilized the queer and 

trans community within hours of the news breaking. Even in smaller, more rural towns, like Decatur, 

Illinois, trans leaders and their supporters are gathering to declare that trans people cannot be erased. 

 
We want to take a moment to recognize that while there has been an overwhelming amount of support 

for trans and gender non-conforming people in the wake of this news, there has also been so much to  

be fearful about in our world lately. In the past three years, we have been flooded with escalating  

stories of targeted racism, misogyny, victim-blaming, police brutality, and other state-sanctioned forms 

of violence which inundate our social media and our psyches. Over the weekend, just a week following 

the news about the trans memo, an anti-Semitic terrorist murdered 11 Jewish elders while they 

worshipped in their synagogue. In the same weekend, an elderly Black couple in Kentucky was gunned 

down by a white supremacist who, in the same day, attempted (and failed, thankfully) to shoot              

up a Black church. The hatred and violence that marginalized communities face is widespread and 
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relentless. 

 
As advocates that bear witness to other people’s trauma, we know the impacts of hearing about this 

violence day after day. Over time, these stories wear us down, especially if we see our own selves in the 

people who are being targeted. It is important that we give ourselves ample space and time to grieve, 

and permission to feel our fear, anger, and despondence as well. We encourage those of you who are 

reading this as allies to the trans, Black, and/or Jewish communities, to make space for the more 

unsavory feelings that your friends and community members might be expressing right now. 

 
We also encourage you to take action. There are numerous organizations that are fighting for our right 

to self-determine our gender identities, on local, regional, and nationwide levels. Please take time to 

explore these organizations, donate money, donate time as a volunteer, and support their work on 

social media. We also highly encourage you to take time to find out what trans, intersex, and gender 

non-conforming leaders are doing in your local communities, and to reach out to them directly to find 

out how to support their work. 

 
National Center for Transgender Equality: https://transequality.org 

 

Trans Lifeline: https://www.translifeline.org 

 

Trans Women of Color Collective: https://www.twocc.us 

 

Transgender Law Center: https://transgenderlawcenter.org 

 

Trans Student Educational Resources: http://www.transstudent.org 

 

Sylvia Rivera Law Project: https://srlp.org 

 

InterACT Advocates for Intersex Youth: https://interactadvocates.org 

 

TransLatin@ Coalition: https://www.translatinacoalition.org/home 

 

To our trans, intersex, non-binary, and gender non-conforming community members: We will always 

have your back. As queer DV advocates, we are highly skilled in supporting folks to creatively navigate 

systems that are meant to push us down or erase us. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us for  

support. We will always do our best to support you, or connect you with the best resources to address 

your needs. 

 

 
With love and in solidarity, 

 
The staff of the Northwest Network of Bi, Trans, Lesbian, and Gay Survivors of Abuse 
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